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GST DISTRIBUTION 

369. Mr Y. MUBARAKAI to the Premier: 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s unprecedented and unwavering fight for a fairer share of GST. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, I will hear the question in silence. Start again, member. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: And I will have silence from this side, too. 

Mr Y. MUBARAKAI: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I appreciate the second opportunity. 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s unprecedented and unwavering fight for a fairer share of GST. Can 
the Premier outline to the house how this government has been able to secure the most significant commitment to 
date in this fight for a fairer share of GST and how this compares with the efforts of the previous Liberal–National 
government? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

That is a very good question. Those of us who have been here a while know that the Liberal Party signed the state 
up to the GST deal. A federal Liberal–National government and a state Liberal–National government signed us up 
to that shocking financial deal for Western Australia. That is what they did. Some of us were here at the time it 
occurred and we argued against it at that time. 

In our 15 months in office, we have received commitments from both the federal government and the federal 
opposition. As we know, the Minister for Transport secured that enormous deal of the Perth Freight Link money 
going into road and rail projects around Western Australia. About a month ago, I signed a deal with the federal 
government to put $3.2 billion over the next eight years or so into important transport infrastructure in 
Western Australia. Today, we have secured from Bill Shorten and federal Labor a $2 billion 70c floor for 
Western Australia. It is a $2 billion additional commitment for Western Australia above what the federal 
government has put in. It is important that the member for Jandakot raised this point; otherwise, I would not have 
thought of it. The Liberals and Nationals in office never secured anything remotely similar to that. Their attitude 
was that they did not talk to either side of politics in Canberra and they did not put in submissions. Everything had 
to go through the former Premier’s office and, of course, nothing ever happened. We have managed to get this 
$2 billion commitment from federal Labor above other commitments. It will be exempt from GST redistribution 
or any other sort of analysis to take any of it away from Western Australia. Now we have that firm commitment 
from one side of politics in the lead-up to the federal election. I think it is important to note that the state opposition 
leader wrote to Bill Shorten in March 2017 asking that he put money into the GST and that he put a floor in place. 
Look—he has responded! I am hopeful now that the Leader of the Opposition will write him a letter thanking him 
for his commitment to Western Australia. Knowing the Leader of the Opposition, he will probably go out there 
and claim credit for achieving this outcome following the letter that he sent. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The one thing we all know is that the opposition leader has such a good sense of humour! 

The great thing is that we have been working with both sides of federal politics to get a better deal for 
Western Australia. Barely a month goes by that we do not secure something more for our state. But this one is 
a doozy—a $2 billion, 70c floor for Western Australia. I am now saying to Malcolm Turnbull and the federal 
government that it is now up to them to better this deal—better this offer to Western Australia—because we all 
know that under the goods and services tax deal the Liberals put in place we have lost tens of billions dollars. We 
want more and we will continue to fight for more. Western Australia deserves better from the federal government. 
 


	GST DISTRIBUTION

